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The Game Changer 







Linking Sports and Urban Redevelopment 
•  With the coming of Camden Yards (Baltimore) and Gateway 

(Cleveland) in the 1990s, a new model for linking sports and 
urban redevelopment was established. 

•  Instead of simply siting a new facility in a blighted area and 
hoping for redevelopment, efforts to connect new sports facilities 
to their surrounding districts through urban design features and 
pedestrian pathways were undertaken. 

•  Under this new model a facility was no longer detached from its 
environment, rather an attempt was made to associate the success 
of the facility with the success of its district.  



Sports Facilities and Urban Redevelopment 
•  During the late 1980s and 1990s, sports stadia and arenas 

came to the fore of many city’s urban redevelopment efforts. 
•  Since 1990, over fifty major league sports facilities were 

constructed, with most of these facilities occupying 
downtown locations. 

•  Proponents center their pro-facility argument on the concept 
that a facility can serve as a catalyst for physical 
redevelopment 

•  But, are stadiums and arenas… 
 A Redevelopment Anchor? 
  or 
 An Island of Renewal in a Sea of Decay? 



Island of Renewal in a Sea of Decay 



Island of Renewal in a Sea of Decay 



Island of Renewal in a Sea of Decay 



Foundations for Successful Urban  
Redevelopment through Sports Facility Investments 

Characteristics that are the foundation of successful sports 
facility-led urban redevelopment efforts: 

1. The Site Matters – Location, Location, Location 
2. Strategic Use of Public Resources to Foster Redevelopment 

– More than Stadium 
3. Sports Facility Integration into the Urban Fabric -  Site 

Design Matters 
4. Address the Transportation and Parking Problem – Buses 

and Trains and Feet Oh My! 
5. Linking the Urban Redevelopment Goal to Private Sector 

Profits – It’s Got to Pencil Out 



Redevelopment Anchor in San Diego 



Washington DC – Nationals Ballpark 


