
State financial
assistance for local and
regional programs to aid
economic resilience. 

Sunshine Law
amendments to
promote virtual tools to
increase public access
and transparency.

Sadowski State and Local
Housing Trust Fund.

No erosion of local authority
to fund and implement
planning and design
policies and practices.

 ECONOMIC RELIEF

REGIONAL TECHNOLOGY
INVESTMENT

FULLY FUNDED
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

PREEMPTION 

2021 PRIORITIES:
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ECONOMIC RECOVERY & RESILIENCE
The COVID-19 pandemic put a spotlight on Florida’s economic
vulnerability from an emphasis on tourism, real estate transactions
and retail sales. Communities may be forced to cut budgets and delay
projects to account for revenue losses. APA Florida supports state
financial assistance for local and regional programs and initiatives, as
well as a renewed focus on economic resilience through tools and
programs which enable a more diversified economy.

VIRTUAL MEETINGS & BROADBAND INVESTMENT
One lesson from COVID-19 is the added value of virtual meetings to
expand access and increase participation in public decision-making.
APA Florida supports modest changes in Florida’s Government in
the Sunshine Law to enable local governments to hold meetings
virtually as a tool to increase access and transparency, streamline
operations and lower costs of public service, and enhance public
records availability. APA Florida also recognizes this as an equity
issue that requires state assistance in broadband technology
investments and low-cost access to high-speed internet service.

ECONOMIC WORKFORCE HOUSING
Housing that is affordable is an essential component of accessibility
to community and regional assets and economic development.
APA Florida supports efforts to identify and remove regulatory,
social and economic barriers to housing affordability. APA Florida
further supports efforts of public and private housing partners to
develop and implement incentive strategies, including fully funding
the Sadowski State and Local Housing Trust Fund.

PREEMPTION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY
APA Florida supports local government authority to fund and implement
sound planning and design practices that respect local community
values and character, and opposes preemption or incremental erosion
of local planning, zoning, regulatory and taxing authority.



2021 Priorities for
Critical Economic
Development
Infrastructure:

Strengthen our workforce through
investments in transportation,
education, workforce training that
expands economic opportunity for all 

Build on state, regional and local
efforts to help communities adapt,
preserve and expand habitat, and
increase access to open space and
recreation

Sadowski State and Local Housing
Trust Fund support enhancements

Preserve local authority to fund and
implement planning and design
policies and practices that best serve
their communities’ needs.

 Access to Jobs and Education

Resilient and Healthy Florida

State and local  partnerships for
Attainable Housing

Local Authority for Land Use Planning

As Florida continues to grow, we must think about what attracts
businesses to start up, grow, and relocate to Florida communities, and
how to assure that growth and development empowers and serves
the needs of all Florida residents. 

Traditional economic development focuses on bridges, roads, ports
and utility infrastructure to support the full range of nonresidential
development: commercial, industrial, office, warehouse,
manufacturing and medical uses. Planners must also think about
supportive activities that complement basic infrastructure – locally
managed land development, access to training and education,
available transit and safe streets, attainable and accessible housing,
healthy communities with clean air and water, recreation and open
spaces, access to broad-band, and equitable opportunity for everyone
to participate in the economy and in community decisions. 

Ensure Local Authority for Land Use Planning
Effective local planning means communities have all the tools in the toolbox to
manage growth, support redevelopment and enable opportunity for residents and
businesses. Locally managed land use decision-making is essential to “speed to
market” for business development and job creation, while allowing everyone’s rights
– especially property rights – to be respected.

Enable Equitable Access to Education, Training and Jobs
Access to education, training, and jobs lifts everyone up, grows workforce
participation, and reduces the demand on social service programs. Many people do
not have access to a car. Transit helps make sure everyone can get to education,
training, and job opportunities – while also reducing the need to ever-expand the very
expensive road infrastructure network. Florida must help ensure the availability and
sustainability of local and regional transit to provide safe and cost-effective travel
options for its workforce. This will expand the pool of residents who can be hired by
businesses throughout Florida.

Build Attainable Housing Near Services and Jobs  
Attainable and accessible housing, in proximity to viable lower-cost travel choices,
ensures that all the people who support businesses as employees or patrons have
an affordable place to live. Proximity of housing to services and employment
depends on a safe transportation system that allows residents and visitors of all
ages to walk and bike to destinations. Making communities more walkable,
bikeable and accessible by transit lowers the costs of transportation, expands
economic opportunity, and creates attainable housing for people of different
incomes. 

Create Healthy and Resilient Communities 
Floridians understand the importance and vulnerabilities of our natural environment.
Access to clean water, recreation and open spaces is Florida’s cultural and economic
identity. Its diverse urban, rural, and natural places attract employers and employees
with choices of where to live, and provide a healthier, happier, and more productive
workforce. Adapting our state and its diverse communities as changes occur
requires a multi-layered state-local partnership that works for large urban areas and
rural Florida as well. Investments that help communities of all scales adapt, preserve
and expand habitat, and improve access to open space and recreational
opportunities will create a more resilient Florida.

Infrastructure for
Equitable Economic
Development



2021 Priorities
for Critical
Economic
Development
Infrastructure: As Florida continues to grow, we must think about what attracts businesses to start

up, grow, and relocate to Florida communities, and how to assure that growth and
development empowers and serves the needs of all Florida residents. 

Traditional economic development focuses on bridges, roads, ports and utility
infrastructure to support the full range of nonresidential development: commercial,
industrial, office, warehouse, manufacturing and medical uses. Planners must also
think about supportive activities that complement basic infrastructure – locally
managed land development, access to training and education, available transit and
safe streets, attainable and accessible housing, healthy communities with clean air
and water, recreation and open spaces, access to broad-band, and equitable
opportunity for everyone to participate in the economy and in community decisions. 

Ensure Local Authority for Land Use Planning
Effective local planning means communities have all the tools in the toolbox to manage growth,
support redevelopment and enable opportunity for residents and businesses. Locally managed land
use decision-making is essential to “speed to market” for business development and job creation,
while allowing everyone’s rights – especially property rights – to be respected.

Enable Equitable Access to Education, Training and Jobs
Access to education, training, and jobs lifts everyone up, grows workforce participation, and reduces
the demand on social service programs. Many people do not have access to a car. Transit helps make
sure everyone can get to education, training, and job opportunities – while also reducing the need to
ever-expand the very expensive road infrastructure network. Florida must help ensure the availability
and sustainability of local and regional transit to provide safe and cost-effective travel options for its
workforce. This will expand the pool of residents who can be hired by businesses throughout Florida.

Build Attainable Housing Near Services and Jobs  
Attainable and accessible housing, in proximity to viable lower-cost travel choices, ensures that all
the people who support businesses as employees or patrons have an affordable place to live.
Proximity of housing to services and employment depends on a safe transportation system that
allows residents and visitors of all ages to walk and bike to destinations. Making communities
more walkable, bikeable and accessible by transit lowers the costs of transportation, expands
economic opportunity, and creates attainable housing for people of different incomes. 

Create Healthy and Resilient Communities 
Floridians understand the importance and vulnerabilities of our natural environment. Access to clean
water, recreation and open spaces is Florida’s cultural and economic identity. Its diverse urban, rural,
and natural places attract employers and employees with choices of where to live, and provide a
healthier, happier, and more productive workforce. Adapting our state and its diverse communities as
changes occur requires a multi-layered state-local partnership that works for large urban areas and rural
Florida as well. Investments that help communities of all scales adapt, preserve and expand habitat,
and improve access to open space and recreational opportunities will create a more resilient Florida.
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Infrastructure for Equitable Economic Development

Local Authority for Land Use
Planning

Preserve local authority to fund and
implement planning and design policies
and practices that best serve their
communities’ needs.

Access to Jobs and Education
Strengthen our workforce through
investments in transportation, education,
workforce training that expands economic
opportunity for all 

Resilient and Healthy Florida
Build on state, regional and local efforts
to help communities adapt, preserve and
expand habitat, and increase access to
open space and recreation

State and local  partnerships for
Attainable Housing

Sadowski State and Local Housing Trust
Fund support enhancements



2021 Priorities 
for Critical Economic
Development
Infrastructure:

 Access to Jobs and Education
Strengthen our workforce through
investments in transportation,
education, workforce training that
expands economic opportunity for all 

Resilient and Healthy Florida
Build on state, regional and local efforts
to help communities adapt, preserve
and expand habitat, and increase
access to open space and recreation

State and local  partnerships
for Attainable Housing
Sadowski State and Local
Housing Trust Fund support
enhancements

Local Authority for Land Use Planning
Preserve local authority to fund and
implement planning and design
policies and practices that best serve
their communities’ needs.

Ensure Local Authority for Land Use Planning
Effective local planning means communities have all the tools in the toolbox to manage
growth, support redevelopment and enable opportunity for residents and businesses.
Locally managed land use decision-making is essential to “speed to market” for business
development and job creation, while allowing everyone’s rights – especially property rights –
to be respected.

Enable Equitable Access to Education, Training and Jobs
Access to education, training, and jobs lifts everyone up, grows workforce participation, and
reduces the demand on social service programs. Many people do not have access to a car.
Transit helps make sure everyone can get to education, training, and job opportunities –
while also reducing the need to ever-expand the very expensive road infrastructure network.
Florida must help ensure the availability and sustainability of local and regional transit to
provide safe and cost-effective travel options for its workforce. This will expand the pool of
residents who can be hired by businesses throughout Florida.

Build Attainable Housing Near Services and Jobs  
Attainable and accessible housing, in proximity to viable lower-cost travel choices,
ensures that all the people who support businesses as employees or patrons have an
affordable place to live. Proximity of housing to services and employment depends on a
safe transportation system that allows residents and visitors of all ages to walk
and bike to destinations. Making communities more walkable, bikeable and accessible
by transit lowers the costs of transportation, expands economic opportunity, and creates
attainable housing for people of different incomes. 

Create Healthy and Resilient Communities 
Floridians understand the importance and vulnerabilities of our natural environment. Access
to clean water, recreation and open spaces is Florida’s cultural and economic identity. Its
diverse urban, rural, and natural places attract employers and employees with choices of
where to live, and provide a healthier, happier, and more productive workforce. Adapting our
state and its diverse communities as changes occur requires a multi-layered state-local
partnership that works for large urban areas and rural Florida as well. Investments that help
communities of all scales adapt, preserve and expand habitat, and improve access to open
space and recreational opportunities will create a more resilient Florida.

Infrastructure for Equitable
Economic Development
As Florida continues to grow, we must
think about what attracts businesses to
start up, grow, and relocate to Florida
communities, and how to assure that
growth and development empowers and
serves the needs of all Florida residents. 

Traditional economic development
focuses on bridges, roads, ports and
utility infrastructure to support the full
range of nonresidential development:
commercial, industrial, office,
warehouse, manufacturing and medical
uses. Planners must also think about
supportive activities that complement
basic infrastructure – locally managed
land development, access to training
and education, available transit and safe
streets, attainable and accessible
housing, healthy communities with clean
air and water, recreation and open
spaces, access to broad-band, and
equitable opportunity for everyone to
participate in the economy and in
community decisions. 

f lorida.planning.org/advocacy



AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION
FLORIDA CHAPTER

OUR MISSIONWHO ARE WE? GUIDING PRINCIPLES

APA Florida provides statewide
leadership in the development
of sustainable communities by
advocating excellence in
planning, providing professional
development for its members,
and working to protect and
enhance the natural and built
environments. 

The Florida Chapter of the
American Planning Association
(APA Florida) is the state-level
resource for networking and
professional development. With
more than 3,000 professional
planners, we are one of the
largest chapters in the nation.

GREAT PLACES IN FLORIDA

American Planning Association Florida Chapter                                                                   florida.planning.org

INTEGRATE, BALANCE & RESPECT:

CREATE & ENCOURAGE:
Integrated and coordinated planning
systems; resilient and sustainable
communities; and, use of appropriate
techniques to foster equitable economic
development.

ASSURE & PROVIDE:
Access to fully funded existing and future
infrastructure needs; equal access to safe,
healthy environments; and meaningful
and responsible citizen participation.

ANTICIPATE & STRENGTHEN:
Long-range land, water, and other natural
resource management; and,  Florida's
commitment to growth management.

Greater public/private cooperation and
accountability; public and private sector
perspectives; and local land use
authority.

The 2021 APA Florida Great Places in Florida
People's Choice Award winner is... 
Mill Lake Park Continuum!

Past Winners: 
2020: Historic Downtown Stuart
2019: Downtown Winter Haven
2018: Downtown Winter Garden

The Mill Lake Park Continuum is located in
Orange City, Florida in southwest Volusia
County. It is a half-mile stretch on S. Holly
Avenue between E. Blue Springs Avenue and
E. Graves Avenue in the heart of the city’s
historic district, established in 1882.

2017: Downtown Pensacola
2016: Cascades Park, Tallahassee
2015: Downtown Fernandina Beach
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2022 Priorities for Critical
Economic Development
Infrastructure:

Local Authority for Land Use Planning
Preserve local authority to fund and
implement planning and design policies
and practices that best serve their
communities’ needs.

Infrastructure for Equitable Economic Development

Ensure Local Authority for Land Use Planning
Effective local planning means communities have all the tools in the toolbox to
manage growth, support redevelopment and enable opportunity for residents
and businesses. Locally managed land use decision-making is essential to
“speed to market” for business development and job creation, while allowing
everyone’s rights – especially property rights – to be respected.

Enable Equitable Access to Education, Training and Jobs
Access to education, training, and jobs lifts everyone up, grows workforce
participation, and reduces the demand on social service programs. Many
people do not have access to a car. Transit helps make sure everyone can get
to education, training, and job opportunities – while also reducing the need to
ever-expand the very expensive road infrastructure network. Florida must help
ensure the availability and sustainability of local and regional transit to provide
safe and cost-effective travel options for its workforce. This will expand the pool
of residents who can be hired by businesses throughout Florida.

Build Attainable Housing Near Services and Jobs  
Attainable and accessible housing, in proximity to viable lower-cost travel
choices, ensures that all the people who support businesses as employees or
patrons have an affordable place to live. Proximity of housing to services and
employment depends on a safe transportation system that allows residents
and visitors of all ages to walk and bike to destinations. Making
communities more walkable, bikeable and accessible by transit lowers the costs
of transportation, expands economic opportunity, and creates attainable
housing for people of different incomes. 

Create Healthy and Resilient Communities 
Floridians understand the importance and vulnerabilities of our natural
environment. Access to clean water, recreation and open spaces is Florida’s
cultural and economic identity. Its diverse urban, rural, and natural places attract
employers and employees with choices of where to live, and provide a healthier,
happier, and more productive workforce. Adapting our state and its diverse
communities as changes occur requires a multi-layered state-local partnership that
works for large urban areas and rural Florida as well. Investments that help
communities of all scales adapt, preserve and expand habitat, and improve access
to open space and recreational opportunities will create a more resilient Florida.

These are all critical economic development infrastructure because they make communities more attractive to and
protect the families of the people who comprise businesses, while reducing the demands upon safety net,
taxpayer-funded programs. Supporting these types of critical infrastructure makes sense from every perspective.

As Florida continues to grow, we must think about what attracts businesses to
start up, grow, and relocate to Florida communities, and how to assure that
growth and development empowers and serves the needs of all Florida residents. 

Traditional economic development focuses on bridges, roads, ports and utility
infrastructure to support the full range of nonresidential development:
commercial, industrial, office, warehouse, manufacturing and medical uses.
Planners must also think about supportive activities that complement basic
infrastructure – locally managed land development, access to training and
education, available transit and safe streets, attainable and accessible
housing, healthy communities with clean air and water, recreation and open
spaces, access to broad-band, and equitable opportunity for everyone to
participate in the economy and in community decisions. 

Access to Jobs and Education
Strengthen our workforce through
investments in transportation,
education, workforce training that
expands economic opportunity for all .

Resilient and Healthy Florida
Build on state, regional and local efforts
to help communities adapt, preserve
and expand habitat, and increase
access to open space and recreation.

State and Local  Partnerships for
Attainable Housing
Sadowski State and Local Housing
Trust Fund support enhancements.


