
State financial
assistance for local and
regional programs to aid
economic resilience. 

Sunshine Law
amendments to
promote virtual tools to
increase public access
and transparency.

Sadowski State and Local
Housing Trust Fund.

No erosion of local authority
to fund and implement
planning and design
policies and practices.

 ECONOMIC RELIEF

REGIONAL TECHNOLOGY
INVESTMENT

FULLY FUNDED
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

PREEMPTION 

2021 PRIORITIES:
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ECONOMIC RECOVERY & RESILIENCE
The COVID-19 pandemic put a spotlight on Florida’s economic
vulnerability from an emphasis on tourism, real estate transactions
and retail sales. Communities may be forced to cut budgets and delay
projects to account for revenue losses. APA Florida supports state
financial assistance for local and regional programs and initiatives, as
well as a renewed focus on economic resilience through tools and
programs which enable a more diversified economy.

VIRTUAL MEETINGS & BROADBAND INVESTMENT
One lesson from COVID-19 is the added value of virtual meetings to
expand access and increase participation in public decision-making.
APA Florida supports modest changes in Florida’s Government in
the Sunshine Law to enable local governments to hold meetings
virtually as a tool to increase access and transparency, streamline
operations and lower costs of public service, and enhance public
records availability. APA Florida also recognizes this as an equity
issue that requires state assistance in broadband technology
investments and low-cost access to high-speed internet service.

ECONOMIC WORKFORCE HOUSING
Housing that is affordable is an essential component of accessibility
to community and regional assets and economic development.
APA Florida supports efforts to identify and remove regulatory,
social and economic barriers to housing affordability. APA Florida
further supports efforts of public and private housing partners to
develop and implement incentive strategies, including fully funding
the Sadowski State and Local Housing Trust Fund.

PREEMPTION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY
APA Florida supports local government authority to fund and implement
sound planning and design practices that respect local community
values and character, and opposes preemption or incremental erosion
of local planning, zoning, regulatory and taxing authority.



AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION
FLORIDA CHAPTER

APA Florida provides statewide
leadership in the development
of sustainable communities by
advocating excellence in
planning, providing professional
development for its members,
and working to protect and
enhance the natural and built
environments. 

OUR MISSION

The Florida Chapter of the
American Planning Association
(APA Florida) is the state-level
resource for networking and
professional development. With
more than 3,000 professional
planners, we are one of the
largest chapters in the nation.

GREAT PLACES IN FLORIDA

WHO ARE WE?
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INTEGRATE, BALANCE & RESPECT

CREATE & ENCOURAGE
Integrated and coordinated planning
systems and resilient and sustainable
communities; use of appropriate
techniques to foster economic
development

ASSURE & PROVIDE
Access to fully funded existing and future
infrastructure needs; equal access to safe,
healthy environments, and meaningful
and responsible citizen participation

ANTICIPATE & STRENGTHEN
Long-range land, water, and other natural
resource management; Florida's
commitment to growth management

Greater public/private cooperation and
accountability; public and private sector
perspectives; local land use authority

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

The 2020 APA Florida Great Places in Florida
People's Choice Award winner is... 
Historic Downtown Stuart!

Past Winners: 
2019: Downtown Winter Haven
2018: Downtown Winter Garden
2017: Downtown Pensacola

The City of Stuart is tucked away along the
shores of Martin County in sunny South
Florida. The city recently completed a series
of renovations on the downtown’s main
thoroughfares: Osceola Street and Flagler
Avenue. The result is a vibrant and revitalized,
pedestrian friendly historic downtown region.

2016: Cascades Park, Tallahassee
2015: Downtown Fernandina Beach
2014: Mount Dora


