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About the American Planning Association

• We are the oldest and largest community of domestic and 
international planners.

• We are an association, which means we exist to serve your 
needs—help you get hired, do better at your job, connect with 
others, and channel your voice into the planning 
conversation.

• We have 47 state or regional chapters and 21 interest- and 
population-specific divisions. Many have student or young 
professional groups tailor-made for your involvement.

What is the American Planning Association?

https://www.planning.org/chapters/
https://www.planning.org/divisions/
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Who is eligible?
Any individual who is actively enrolled or matriculated in any degree 
program, planning or non-planning.

How long does it last?
For the duration of the individual’s studies, as many times as the 
individual is seeking a degree.

What does it cost?
APA Student Membership is free.         

APA Student Membership
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The basics:
• Free membership in APA, a local chapter, and AICP, as well as 

up to five specialty- and population-based APA divisions.  
• Free digital subscriptions to Planning magazine, the Journal of 

the American Planning Association and Zoning Practice.
• Reduced rates to attend National Planning Conference (and 

chapter conference if applicable)

Financial Benefits
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Value of Membership
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Value of Membership – Career Services 
Get expert strategies, tactics and tips for 
building a career
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Value of Membership – Distinguish Yourself 
Win awards and scholarships, and 
showcase your work
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Value of Membership - Leadership
Build your reputation by serving on the Student Representatives Council or a 
Young Planners Group
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Value of Membership – Networking 
Connect with mentors, future employers, and 
industry leaders in your community and 
beyond
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Value of Membership – Make A Difference 
Shape policy, help communities in need 
and inspire the next generation of 
planners 
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Value of Membership – Information  
Stay on top of latest industry research and trends



planning.org

Value of Membership – AICP Certification 
Earn the prestigious AICP certification, which you can begin as a 
student or at any stage of your career
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• You can join online at www.planning.org/join or through your 
program administrator.

• Your membership cycle will run October thru September of 
each year.  You can join at any time of the year.

• You will be auto renewed for two cycles and then it’s up to 
you to keep membership active by renewing online.

How do I join?  How do I keep my membership active?

http://www.planning.org/join
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Former student members are eligible for two years of reduced dues and 
prices   

The basics:
• Special introductory dues for membership in APA, a local chapter, and 

AICP and divisions.  
• Discounted subscriptions to Planning magazine, the Journal of the 

American Planning Association and Zoning Practice.
• Reduces rates to attend National Planning Conference (and chapter 

conference if applicable)

**Just tell APA that you are no longer in school and transition into the APA 
New Member Program**

What happens after graduation?
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What happens after graduation?



Questions?

www.planning.org/join/students

studentmembership@planning.org
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